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POLICE — FRONTLINE OFFICERS — PAY RISE 
116. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s measly $1 000 pay rise for frontline police officers. How many years will it take for 
a police officer to receive a pay rise equivalent to the $4 000 his ministers have received in two months through 
double dipping on car allowances? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
What an embarrassing question. Seriously, the member for Hillarys should head back to the upper house. Some 
people come from the upper house to this place and make a real contribution. Other people come from the upper 
house to here and we wish they were back in the upper house and no doubt the upper house wishes they were 
not there. 
The wages policy we introduced of a flat $1 000 payment for everyone in the public sector, bar the people whose 
pay is determined by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal, which is a zero per cent wage increase, is fair and 
reasonable and ensures there is some control over spending in Western Australia. It will save around 
$500 million over four years. This is the sort of thing that a sensible, fair and reasonable state government does 
to arrest the shocking financial situation that we have inherited. It ensures that lower paid workers are 
comparably better off than they were under the old system by which their pay rise was percentage based. As 
members will understand, if it is percentage based, the people on top rates get better pay than the people on 
bottom rates. This is a fair and reasonable arrangement, and it will apply across the public sector without 
exception. The only exception will be those of us in this chamber, judges, chief executive officers and the like, 
who will have a pay freeze over the next four years. 
In relation to the second part of the member’s question, that was a decision of the Salaries and Allowances 
Tribunal, which took place when he was in government. 
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